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Front cover image: 
Parish celebration of First Holy Communion -  Courtesy of Carmen   
Smargiassi

Photo captions:

Every year, families come to have their Easter baskets and food blessed 
on Holy Saturday.- Courtesy of Katie Downey

The church was beautifully decorated for Easter.- Courtesy of Carmen 
Smargiassi

Hospitality Sunday was held on April 15 after the 10:30 Mass.- Courtesy 
of Carmen Smargiassi

The Parish May Procession: Prayer Service and Crowning of Mary.- Cour-
tesy of Sophia Biddle

Welcome to The Anastasian. We hope you enjoy this 
newsletter. St. Anastasia is a large, vibrant parish with 
many different groups engaged in wonderful activi-
ties that give life to the parish. This newsletter will offer 
you the chance to learn more about the many ways our 
friends and neighbors in Christ engage with the parish to 
deepen their faith and enrich their lives. And you will see 
they are having a lot of fun too! Please let us know what 
you think and how we can improve. 
        E-mail us at promotion@saintannies.org. 
        "Like" us on Facebook saintanastasianewtownsquare
        Follow Lucky on Twitter at @luckycolagreco.
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Dear Parishioners of Saint Anastasia,
We are happy to present this latest issue of The Anastasian. Once again, I would like to thank 
everyone who works so hard to put this publication together. As you will see from these pages, 
this is a busy time of the year for our parish. As I have mentioned before, if something inter-

ests you, particularly, why not consider following up and looking into that activity or group? More participants are always        
welcome.

One thing you will notice in this issue is our effort to do more to welcome new members who have joined the parish. In the 
future we will also be forming a group to reach out to inactive members. In a large parish like this people could very easily 
feel overlooked or forgotten.

While we are looking to new people, we had the unfortunate experience of saying good bye to a friend of many of us –Father 
Karl Zeuner. Four years ago, Father Zeuner retired as pastor of Notre Dame de Lourdes Parish in Swarthmore and he came to 
live here. Although Father had a number of health related issues, he never missed a chance to help out when and where he 
could. His cheerful demeanor and willingness to be involved were among the many things people remember about him. He 
will certainly be missed. May he rest in peace!

Sincerely yours,
Father Colagreco

www.saintanastasia.net

"For your faithful, life is changed not ended."
Reverend Karl A. Zeuner, STL

Born: February 5, 1944
Ordained: December 17, 1971

Entered Eternal Life: April 14, 2018

A Letter from Our Pastor
Father Colagreco
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A Letter from Our Pastor
Father Colagreco

When I reflect over the past year since arriving at St. Anastasia Parish, I must honestly say I had no idea what the Lord’s plans 
were for me. My assignment to Newtown Square came as quite a surprise! My previous assignments were all in northeast 
Philadelphia – St. Timothy in Mayfair, Archbishop Ryan H.S., and Maternity BVM in the Bustleton section of the city. Delaware 
County came as a total surprise and shock! I have not been in this area driving on West Chester Pike since I attended Cabrini 
College many years ago. One thing certainly has remained the same – the traffic!
God has blessed my life in many ways. Prior to being ordained a priest in 2012, I was a school teacher for nineteen years in 
the Archdiocese of Philadelphia. The call to priestly ministry was truly a mixture of many things – family, friends, students, 
and experiences. As I grew in faith and prayer, I came to understand the plans the Lord has for me. Those unique plans now 
include priestly ministry at St. Anastasia Parish.
Since arriving here, I have experienced a parish that never sleeps! From early morning until late night something is always 
happening in the church, school, rectory, or parish hall. I have come to witness the deep faith of many of our parishioners 
as they gather for daily Mass, Eucharistic adoration, scripture sharing, RCIA, confessions or one of the many faith activities 
that bring them to St. Anastasia. From speaking to parishioners, meeting with couples preparing for marriage, training altar 
servers, or planning funerals with grieving families, I have felt welcomed, accepted, and appreciated by members of the 
parish. Our CCD students and elementary school students are a pleasure to encounter; they keep me laughing and help me 
remain young at heart.
The parish mission statement uses words such as "rooted in worship and service…vibrant…atmosphere of belonging, of 
welcoming… and united in faith." After being here for the past year, I myself would use the same words to identify and 
describe the faith community I have experienced at St. Anastasia. I pray that the Lord’s plans include keeping me here for 
a few more years! 

by Father Daniel J. Dwyer

"For I know the plans I have for 

you, declares the Lord. Plans 

to prosper you... Plans to give 

you hope and a future." 

Jeremiah 29:11

Photos courtesy of Carmen Smargaissi
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On Sunday April 29, the newly established Parish Welcoming Committee hosted a New Parishioner Event. All new parish-
ioners and their families who have joined the parish within the last 18 months were invited to Sunday Mass at 12:00 PM. 
The new families received a special blessing at Mass and gathered for a social in the vestibule of the church hosted by 
the Welcoming Committee. About 35 new parishioners attended the event. The gathering provided an opportunity for 
the new parishioners to meet one another as well as other members of the parish community who attended the event. 
Coffee, juice, pretzels and doughnuts were served, and a good time was had by all. Several new parishioners mentioned 
feeling very welcome in the parish and commented on the friendliness of the people they have met. April 29 was the first 
of what the committee hopes will be many Welcoming Events. Welcome to all our New Parishioners!

In the Parish Mission Statement, we read: “We strive to become a more vibrant parish by inspiring an atmosphere of          
belonging, of welcoming…” In an attempt to reach out to new parishioners, the Pastoral Council, established a  Wel-
coming Committee. The members are: Mary Ann DeAngelo (chair) Linda Cellucci, Liz Lain, Anne and Tom Lamb, and 
Sharon Tannahill. After a new family registers, they receive a letter from Father Colagreco welcoming them to the parish              
community. The Welcoming Committee then reaches out with a phone call to every new registered parishioner and      
family to welcome them. They also act as a point of contact to answer any questions they may have about Saint Anasta-
sia Parish and to assist them with information about the sacraments, programs, and ways to get involved. The Pastoral                 
Council believes this is one more way that, “we may be more united as one parish community.”

by Anne and Tom Lamb

Welcome Event

All are welcome in this place
Behold love's amazing grace.

All are welcome! All are welcome!

Bring your hopes, bring your dreams
Mercy flows and love redeems.

All are welcome All belong!
-Jesse Manibusan

Photos courtesy of Carmen Smargaissi
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by W. Ennis

St. Anastasia’s weekly bulletins are chock-full of information about important things going on in the parish, so it may be that 
you overlooked one gift that the Lord and this parish have imparted. This is a new kind of educational tool that will fascinate 
your soul, mind and heart with a longing to better know Jesus and His beautiful Catholic Church.

FORMED.org is an awesome multi-media information stream about Jesus Christ and the Church available for your computer 
and iOS or android devices. Here we find works from sources like Word on Fire ministries, the Augustine Institute, Lighthouse 
Catholic Media, and Ignatius Press. It is like a handheld library of the most beautifully produced and informative videos, audio 
files, and books about the most important person in our lives, Jesus our Savior. 

This resource for learning and growing our faith is for every person in every family in our parish to enjoy. Instead of watching 
Netflix or Ted Talks, choose a movie about our Blessed Mother’s appearance to the shepherd children in Fatima (last year was 
the 100th anniversary). Or catch the series From Nothing to Cosmos: God and Science, with Father Spitzer presenting videos 
which demonstrate how science gives evidence for God’s existence. Or find inspiration in stories about the saints, like the 
episode of True Reformers, Saints of the Catholic Reformation about St. Thomas More. You may find yourself wanting more 
and more (weak pun intended)! 

Once you register and create your free account, you’ll get occasional emails telling you about newly listed or timely programs, 
movies, or books that will make Christ, the Saints, and the founding and history of our great Catholic Church come alive. It is 
an opportunity to fill in the holes of our education about Jesus and the Church. Surely, this inspired resource is a gift that God 
has given to us to deepen our faith, more fully understand the good news that Christ proclaimed, and absorb wisdom from 

A Gift from Our Parish
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the saints and traditions of His Holy Church. 

Ultimately, using this tool, we too can dare to become evangelists, with the knowledge we need to gently and with love 
lead others to experience Christ in their lives. Or we might help another soul to a renewed relationship with Jesus through 
the Catholic Church, after having been away. Like Saint Therese of Lisieux, the Little Flower, we have the hope of being 
counted among the Saints, one small act of kind sharing at a time. 

So Just How is FORMED Used in St. Anastasia Parish?

For Parishioners:

•     Families plan special movie nights during Advent with movies like, Mary of Nazareth or other Christmas themed videos.
•     Spiritual reading is downloaded onto a Kindle or tablet to be read in the Adoration Chapel.
•     Audio talks are listened to at night to help calm the stress of the day.
•     Classic literature, available for free download, is on many high school summer reading lists.
•     Small children in our parish enjoy the Brother Francis series and other cartoons, always available on their parents'   
       phones. 
•     Access to Opening the Word is placed on the parish website during Advent and Lent.
•     Weekly recommendations are published in the parish bulletin and on the parish website.
•     Reviews by parishioners are published on the last page of The Anastasian newsletter.

For Parish Organizations:

•     Short video reflections are used as an aid to prayer and discussion at the beginning of many parish meetings.
•     Bible Study Programs and Documentary videos are shown in the parish Bible Study groups.
•     Youth Disciple video programs are an integral part of the parish Middle School and High School Youth Groups.

For the school and CCD programs:

•     In school and CCD classes, videos about the saints are shown to highlight feast days.
•     Middle school teachers use videos from Rome Reports during retreat days.
•     The younger grades enjoy the many children’s videos on the Saints, Bible Stories, Prayers and the Mass during religion   
      class.

Register now at saintanastasia.formed.org!
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We typically think of a retreat as a place to get away to focus and reconnect, but right here at Saint Anastasia, teachers, parent 
volunteers, priests and members of the parish community create a very special retreat atmosphere for children preparing to 
make their First Holy Communion. This year the Communion retreat fell on Friday, April 6th and all students from the CCD 
program, home school CCD and Saint Anastasia School, who are preparing to receive their First Holy Communion, came 
together for a wonderful journey of faith.

Parent volunteers, referred to as Shepherds, brought the groups of children through stations in the school, church and          
adoration chapel. They participated in Eucharistic Bingo, Music Class, religious crafts, meditation in the adoration chapel and 
even a special “behind the scenes” look at the Sacristy with Father Colagreco and Father Dwyer. 

Each station included a specific lesson to help the children grow in their faith and better prepare to receive Communion. 
For example, while in the adoration chapel the children heard stories and were asked to close their eyes and meditate on a 
particular aspect of the story, like how the rocks felt under Jesus’ feet as he carried the cross. At the end of the lesson, each 
child had an opportunity to pray for a special intention. The children all chose to pray for family members and friends and at 
the end of the prayer, they added very insightful special intentions for the homeless, the poor, children in the hospital and 
soldiers. 

First Holy Communion Retreat
Creating a Unique Experience on the Grounds of Saint Anastasia

 Photos courtesy of Kristen Mancini
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During the tour of the sacristy the priests showed the children various items used during the Mass and discussed their          
significance. It was truly a learning experience for the children and for many of the adult volunteers present as well!  One of 
the priests walked them in to the church and allowed them to really get a look at the altar from his perspective during Mass. 
They continued to ask questions like, “How does anyone know what Jesus looked like in order to create the pictures and 
statues in church?” It was clear that this retreat experience was truly stirring up something inside each of the future commu-
nicants bringing them closer to their faith. 

When asked about the experience of the retreat one 
second-grader, Noelle Mancini, remarked, “It was a 
very special day for all of the people there. It was very           
important and like a preview of our Communion and 
helps make us comfortable with receiving Communion 
the first time. It was also fun to make new friends.”
This truly was a special day for volunteers and those    
anticipating the joy of receiving their First Holy                   
Communion on April 28th!

saintanastasia.formed.org

A

                     

Opinion

Recently, the parish Bible Study groups had the opportunity to watch the series, The Wild Goose: Discovering a Deeper Relation-

ship with the Holy Spirit with Father Dave Pivonka, TOR.  This study consists of 14 segments that are each about 20 minutes long   

exploring such topics as; God’s love, the Gifts and Fruits of the Spirit, the role of the Holy Spirit in the Sacraments, the Holy Spirit and 

Our Lady, and more.  Both the morning and evening Bible Study groups greatly enjoyed this study, here are some of the thoughts 

expressed: (Joan) This series has such “inspiring scenery and beautiful photography.” (Connie) “The narrator, Father Dave, is very     

genuine.” (Eleanor) “We normally don’t think or hear about the Holy Spirit. I gained new insights into something normally over-

looked.” (Connie) “This series made the Holy Sprit more vibrant, more alive for me.” (Deanna) “We need to be reminded, frequently, 

that God is Love.” (Roberto) “Love of God reminds me of the love of my grandchildren, unconditional.” (Theresa) “Unconditional love 

can be humbling.” (Barbara) “It can be beyond our language to explain.” (Geri) “In the world today, there is not as much time for calm 

and peace.” (Theresa) “The Spirit brings peace and freedom.” (Susan) “It’s hard to relate to the Holy Spirit, yet surrendering to God 

feels like you are doing the right thing.”  -St. Anastasia Parish Bible Study       

FORMED.org is a dynamic, web-based platform          
accessible for FREE to our parish community 24 hours 
a day, 365 days a year on any device with internet access.  It is 
designed to deepen our faith, strengthen our hope and increase our love for 
Christ, our Church and one another.  With all the rich content on FORMED, it 
can be hard to choose where to begin.  Here is one FORMED opinion:

Do you have a favorite movie, book, audio, or program from FORMED that you would like to recommend?  Please send in 
your review to promotion@saintannies.org and it may be featured in the next issue of The Anastasian.

Rating

First Holy Communion Retreat
Creating a Unique Experience on the Grounds of Saint Anastasia



We, the parishioners of Saint Anastasia, are a 

strong faith based community, grounded in 

more than a century of Catholic 

tradition, rooted in worship and service. 

Compelled by the Good News of Jesus Christ, 

we are committed to growing in a deeper 

relationship with God and with one another. 

We strive to become a more vibrant parish 

by inspiring an atmosphere of belonging, of 

welcoming, and by 

promoting opportunities to share and spread 

our Catholic faith, so that we may be more 

united as one parish community.


